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1. Name 

historic J. C. M. MEFRILLAT HOUSE (PREFERRED1 

andior common HUNTER HOUSE 

2. Location 

street & number 521 E a s t  Beverley S t r e e t  not for publication 

6th  I ,. 
city, town Staunton &icinity of congress~onal district m- caldwel l  B*). 

state Virg in ia  code 51 c&iW$ ( i n  c i t y 1  code 790 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
-district - public occupied -agriculture -museum 
2 building@) 2 private - unoccupied -commercial - park 
- structure - both -work in progress - educational 2 private residence 
-site Public Acquisit ion Accessible -entertainment - religious 
-object - in process 2 yes: restricted -government -scientific 

-being considered -yes: unrestricted - industrial -transportation 
N/A - no -military -other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name Stanley G. and Jean M. C l ine  

street & number 521 East  Beverley S t r e e t  

city, town Staunton N I L  vicinity of state V i r g i n i a  24401 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. City  Hall: Of f i ce  of t h e  Clerk of t h e  C i r c u i t  Court 

street 8 number 109-113 East  Beverley S t r e e t  

city, town Staunton state Virg in ia  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Arch i t ec tu ra l  Xnventory 

title H i s t o r i c  Staunton Foundation / has this property been determined elegible? -yes 1L no 

date Apri l  1976 -federal - state -county X local 

depository tor survey records H i s t o r i c  Staunton Foundation Off ice  

city, town Staunton state Virgin ia  



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent - deteriorated X unaltered X original site 
A good - ruins -altered -moved date N/A 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The J.C.M. Merr i l l a t  House, located a t  #521, on the north s i d e  of East Beverley S t ree t  i n  
Staunton, Virginia, i s  one of t he  few remaining examples of t h e  Gothic Revival-style 
cottage i n  t he  area. This four-bay, two-story, board-and-batten residence is s i tua ted  
on a h i l l t o p  surrounded by a la rge  landscaped garden. The ljuilding r e s t s  on a brick 
foundation and has a metal gable roof interrupted by a l a rge  cen t ra l  gable with a f i n i a l .  
Dormer windows, containing diamond panes and decorated with elaljorate bargeboards and 
f i n i a l s ,  adorn the facade. 

Recessed under t he  cen t ra l  gable is a one-story porch with four undecorated columnsi 
the porch roof is supported by huge carved brackets attached t o  the wa l l  of the  house. 
The main entrance has a four-paneled door with transom and s idel ights .  Two 1/1 windows 
a re  located t o  the  l e f t  of the door. Above the porch roof i n  t h e  cen t ra l  gable i s  a 
double window with diamond panes, topped by a hood with scrol led barqeboards. 

The cen t ra l  bay contains the  or ig ina l  p a r t  of the  house which cons is t s  of a s ide  
h a l l  and two rooms on each f loor .  The v e r t i c a l  boards of t h i s  o r ig ina l  section end i n  
points, while those i n  the l a t e r  addit ions a r e  squared off .  

The eas t  bay consis ts  of a two-story wing and a small porch which was enclosed 
i n  1958. Along the roof l i n e  of t h i s  wing a r e  two of the diamond-paned dormer windows, 
below which a r e  two s e t s  of three-part windows, a l so  with aiamond panes. This section 
appears t o  have been added t o  t he  or ig ina l  four-room house a6out ten years a f t e r  it 
was b u i l t  t o  connect it t o  the detached kitchen. The rear  of t h i s  bay has two enclosed 
porches with la rge  supporting brackets. 

The kitchen, on the f a r  r i gh t ,  has a gable roof with a cen t ra l  chimney and diamond-paned 
windows. The lower window i s  shuttered, while the  smaller upper window is ident ical  t o  the 
dormers i n  the  r e s t  of the  house. Off the kitchen is a small screened porch with horizontal  
weatherboards. 

The west bay appears t o  be a more recent addit ion.  On the f i r s t  l eve l  a r e  two 1/1 
windows with louvred shut ters .  The second s tory has two dormer windows similar t o  those 
i n  the ea s t  bay. Iron c res t ing  runs along the roof l i n e  i n  f ron t  of these dorners and 
continues along the top of the  entry porch. Around the corner t o  the l e f t  is  an entrance 
topped by a hood; t h i s  door has four panels, the  top two of which a r e  pointed. 

In  the  rear  of the  house i s  a bedroom wing added i n  the  1930s. This wing extends 

off the second s tory of the  cen t ra l  bay and opens onto the r e a r  gardens through another 
doorway. Fortunately, g rea t  pains have been taken t o  have the numerous l a t e r  additions 
harmonize with the or ig ina l  a rch i tec tura l  character of the  house. 

(See Continuation Sheet # 1 1  



8. Significance - 
Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
A 1600-1699 
- 1700-1 799 
2 1800-1 899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture -economics - literature -sculpture 

architecture X education -military - social1 
-art -engineering A music humanitarian 
- commerce A expiorationlsettlement - phllosophy -theater 
- communications -industry - poiiticslgovernment - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Soeeific dates 1851 BuilderlArchitect Unknown 

Statement of significance (in one paragraph) . . . . , . . . . . . . 
'STATEMENT OF SICNVICANCE 

. . 

Picturesquely s i t e d  atop a heavily landscaped hillsi 'de, the  J.C. M. Merr i l l a t  House 
presents an idea l  image of a mid-19th-century.Gothlc Revival cottage. Its steep gables,  
scrol led bargeboards, board-and-batten siding,  and diamond-paned kihdows combine t o  form 
the type of dwelling described by Andrew Jackson Downing, the noted promoter of the  s ty l e ,  
a s  "the perfect  gem of a country residence." Although the Gothic cottage was a very 
popular house form throughout the  country, the  Merr i l la t  House is one of the few examples 
i n  the  Staunton area and cer ta in ly  the f ines t .  Dating from 1851, i ts  f r r s t  owner was Dr .  
J. C. M. Merr i l la t ,  a prominent ear ly  a h i n i s t r a t o r  a t  t h e  nearliy V e g i n i a  School f o r  the 
Deaf and Blind. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

J. C. M. Merr i l l a t  was a native of Bordeaux, Trance, who served a s  the  f i r s t  pr incipal  
of the blind department when the Virginia School f o r  t he  Deaf,,and Blind CVSDB) was founded 
i n  1839. Merr i l l a t  remained i n  t h i s  posit ion u n t i l  1852 when; a f t e r  the  death of a 
colleague, he becaqe superintendent of both the deaf and Blind departments. Tlie year 
before, Merr i l la t  erected h i s  s ty l i sh  house on a ridge overlooking the entrance t o  the school 
During the Civi l  War, VSDB was used a s  a mi l i t a ry  hospi ta l  and  erri ill at served there  as  a 
surgeon. Merr i l la t  sold h i s  house t o  Michael G. Hannan when he decided t o  re turn t o  mil i tary 
duty. Harman kept the house only un t i l l863 ,  when he sold it t o  Aaron S. Lara. The property 
remained i n  the Lara fm, i ly  u n t i l  1925 when i t w a s  sold t o  C h a ~ l e s  S, Hunter, a local  banker. 

The Hunters sold the house t o  the  present owners i n  1973. 

CL and Elizabeth Bray 



9. Major Bibliographical References (see cont inuat ion  Sheet # 1 ~  

Brown, B i l l .  " F i r s t  Bank i n  Staunton Was S t a r t e d  i n  1847." The. Staunton Leader a r e a  - .  - 
Bicentennial  Ed i t ion l ,  J u l y  2, 1976, - 

Cline, Jean (present  owner]. In terviews on severa l  occasions.  1 1 , ~  

Bass, R. A. History of t h e  Education of t h e  Deaf i n P i r g l n 2 a .  Stannton, Vi rg in ia ,  1949, 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property I r r e q u l a r  l o t  averages 230' x 400' 
Quadrangle name Staunton, Virqin ia  Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 

UMT References 

Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion The r e g i s t e r  bounds coincide  wi th  those of t h e  c i t y  l o t  
on which t h e  M e r r i l l a t  House is  s i t u a t e d ,  recorded on Staunton Ci ty  Assessor 's  map #343, Lot 
D l .  Beginning on t h e  NW s i d e  of  E. Beverley St . ,  about 1 1 O ' N E  of t h e  ITE corner of t h e  i n t e  
sec t ion  of E. Beverley and t h e  access  road t o  t h e  Va. School f o r  t h e  (See Continuation Sheets 

List a l l  s ta tes  and  count ies for  propert ies overlapping s ta te  o r  county boundaries # 1.2) 

state N/A code county N/A code 

state N / A  code county N / A  code 

11. Form Prepared By 
(1) y i r g i n i a  His to r i c  Landmarks Commission, 221 Governor S t r e e t ,  Richmond, Va. 23219 

nameltit e (2 ,  Elizabeth A Administrative Ass i s t an t  (804) 786-3144 

organization H i s t o r i c  Staunton Foundation date June 1981 

street & number p.  0. 2534 telephone (703 I 885-7676 

citv or town Staunton state Virg in ia  24401 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national -x state - local 

As the designated State Historic Presewation Officer for,the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according tothe criteria andprocedures set forth by t$fiectage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Presewatlon Officer signature 

H. ~ r ~ i i  Mitchel l ,  
+ V i r s i n i a  His to r i c  L 10 1982 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

The o r i g i n a l  f l o o r  plan c o n s i s t s  of  a narrow hallway on t h e  r i g h t  with two roans over 
two on t h e  l e f t .  Two Gothic arches de f ine  t h e  h a l l .  The a r c h  on t h e  r i g h t  has been f i l l e d  
i n  with a curved p l a s t e r  wa l l ,  b u t  t h e  l e f t  one is s t i l l  open and l eads  back i n t o  t h e  h a l l  
toward t h e  s t a i r c a s e .  The baseboard molding i n  t h e  enclosed arch  and around t h e  stair i s  
d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  i n  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  h a l l ,  i nd ica t ing  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  stair was 
moved. 

Iden t i ca l  woodwork, trim, and wide p ine  f loor ing  a r e  found i n  t h e  two o r i q i n a l  rooms 
o f f  t h e  h a l l .  The d e t a i l i n g  i s  t h e  same a s  t h a t  i n  the ki tchen,  ind ica t ing  t h a t  they were 
a l l  b u i l t  a t  t h e  same time. The f r o n t  room is a p a r l o r  with a mantel with Adamesque motifs;  
this mantel is probably a l a t e r  add i t ion  b u t  taken from an e a r l i e r  house. The back room, 
now a den b u t  poss ib ly  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d in ing room, has  a l a r g e  window s e a t  f lanked by book- 
cases recessed i n t o  round-headed niches which a r e  a l s o  probably l a t e r  a l t e r a t i o n s .  

The p resen t  d in ing room and b u t l e r ' s  pantry a r e  located  i n  the  e a s t  bay. Fronting 
t h i s  room is an enclosed sun room, o r i g i n a l l y  an  open porch containing a mantel with a 
f ive-sided arched opening; this mantel's s t y l e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i t  was probably o r i g i n a l  
to t h e  house. The p resen t  l i b r a r y  and l i v i n g  room a r e  located  i n  the west bay. 

To the  west of t h e  main house, a t  t h e  end of t h e  long, curved d r ive ,  i s  a c a r p o r t  with 
an apartment above. Or ig inal ly  a s t a b l e  or c a r r i a g e  house, it appears t o  d a t e  f rom. the  
l a t e  19th century.  The two dormer windows, with t h e i r  carved bargeboards, pendants, and 

f i n i a l s ,  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  same decora t ive  e lanents  a s  i n  t h e m a i n  house. The r e a r  garden was 

designed i n  1935-36 by landscape a r c h i t e c t  A.  A. Farnham, who designed many Staunton gardens 
about t h i s  time. 

Elizabeth Bray 

9 .  MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Staunton Tax and Deed Records. Ci ty  Hal l ;  Off ice  of t h e  Clerk o f  t h e  C i r c u i t  Court, 
Staunton. 

10.  GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Verbal Boundary Descript ion 

Deaf and Blind: thence extending about 100' SW, then about 210' SSW, then about 35'W, a l l  
along the  NW s i d e  of E. Beverley; thence about 190' NNW; thence about 160' SW; thence about 
2DO'NNW; thence about 125' NE, then about 65' ENE, then about 30' SE, then about 130' NNE t o  
NE property l i n e ;  thence about 410' SE t o  NW s i d e  of E. Beverley, t h e  po in t  of o r i g i n .  
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

The nomination boundaries have been drawn t o  fol low those of Lot D - 1 1 ,  Staunton 
City Assessor 's  Map #343,  and t h i s  acreage includes t h e  main house, t h e  ca rpor t  west of 
t h e  house, and the  surrounding gardens. 




